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IMacnopT ¢oHa OLIEHOYHBIX CPEACTB MO Y4eOHOU JUCIUTIIINHE
«AHanuTudeckoe urenue» ( 1V kypce)

1.Moaesim KOHTPOJIHPYeMbIX KOMIIeTEeHIN:
1.1. Kommerenmmu, popmupyemsie B nponecce n3yderns gucuurinasl (VII-VII cemectp):

HIngp DopMyJIMPOBKA KOMIIETEHUMHU
KOMIeTeHIMH
Ipogheccuonanvuvie Komnemenyuu
OK-4 CrocoOHOCTP K KOMMYHHKAIMM B YCTHOM ¥ THCBMEHHOH (opMax Ha pPYCCKOM H
WHOCTPAaHHOM sI3bIKaX ISl pEIIeHus 3aJad MEXJIMYHOCTHOTO W MEXKKYJIBTYPHOTO
B3aUMO/ICHCTBUS
I1K-4 CHocoOHOCTh HCIIONb30BaTh BO3MOMKHOCTH 00pa3oBaTENbHOM Cpenbl Uil JTOCTHXKCHUS

JIMYHOCTHBIX, MCTANPCAMETHBIX MW HNPEAMETHBIX PE3YJIbTATOB O6y‘I€HI/I${ U 00cCIIeUeHUS
KadycCTBa y‘I€6HO'BOCHI/ITaTeﬂLHOFO mnmponecca CpeaAcTBaMu IPEenoaaBaC€MbIX y‘-Ie6HI)IX

IIPEMETOB

I1K-6 T'0TOBHOCTH K B3aUMOJICUCTBHUIO C YYACTHUKAMHU 00pa30BaTEILHOTO MpoIiecca

IK-7 CHocoOHOCTh  OpraHH30BBIBaTh COTPYJHMYECTBO OOYYAIOIIMXCS, TOAJCPKUBATE HX
aKTUBHOCTh, HHHIIMATHBHOCTb U CAMOCTOSITEIIbHOCTh, Pa3BHBATh TBOPYECKHE CIOCOOHOCTH

[1K-14 CnocoGHOCTh pa3pabaThiBaTh M PEaH30BhIBATh KYIBTYPHO-IIPOCBETUTEIHCKUE NPOrPaMMEI

1.2. Dmanvl hopmuposarus KomnemeHyull  npoyecce u3y4eHust OUCYUNIUHDBL.

KoHeuHbIMEM pe3yNbTaTaMd OCBOCHHSI MPOTPAMMBbI JUCIHUITIMHBL SBISIFOTCS C(HOPMUPOBAHHBIC
KOTHUTHBHBIC  JECKPHUIITOPBI  «3HATh», «YMETb», «BIAJETb», pAacClUCaHHbIE TI0 OTACIbHBIM
komrereHnusM. PopmupoBaHue 3TUX AecKpunTopoB mpoucxoautr B TeueHue VII-VIII cemectpor B
paMKax MPakTHYSCKHUX 3aHATHH U CAMOCTOSATEILHON pabOoTHI.

dopMupoBaHHe KOMIIETEHIMIA B Y4eOHOM Ipouecce

KonTposaupyembie
KOMIIETEHIM U I[InannpyemMsble pe3yJabTaThl 00ydeHUS
(udp (3HaeT, ymeeT, Biajeer)
KOMIIETEHIIMH)

3HaTh: OCHOBHEIE CTPYKTYPHBIC XapaKTCPUCTUKU XYTO0KECTBEHHOI'O TEKCTA; OCHOBHBLIC
OKCIIPCCCUBHBIC U CTUIIUCTUYCCKUEC MPUEMBI, XaPAKTECPHBIC JIA XyJOXKECTBEHHOT'O TEKCTA.

YMeTh: CyMMHPOBaTh TJIaBHBIC COOBITHS aHATM3UPYEMOTO TEKCTa, XapaKTepPH30BaTh I'epoOeB,
OK-4, [TK-4, [TK-6, | OUPSACTAT: M XapakTepusoBaTh BPEMS M MECTO JIEHCTBHA, OMpenesITe (hopmy
MOBECTBOBAHUS; OMNPENCSATh (QYHKIMIO OSKCHPECCUBHBIX CPEICTB M  CTHIMCTHYECKUX
[1K-7, I11IK-14 NIPUEMOB, OCHOBHYIO TEMY U HJEHK TEKCTa, 3aMbICENl aBTOPA; BBIPAXKaTb CBOE OTHOLUEHUE K
ujiee, 3aMbICIy TEKCTa, MaCTepPCTBY aBTOpa-MUcaTelsl.

Bnanerb: HaBBIKAMH  CTWJIMCTHKH J€KOJUPOBAHMSA; HABBIKAMH KOMIUIEKCHOTO aHaln3a
COJIEpPKATENbHON M AKCIIPECCHBHONW CTOPOHBI XyJ0XKECTBEHHOTO TEKCTa B COOTBETCTBHH CO
CXEMOH.

1.3. Obwas npoyedypa u cpoxKu nPosedeHUst OYEHOYHbIX MEPONPULINULL.

OueHuBaHue pe3yiabTaToB OOYYEHHS CTYICHTOB IO JUCHMIUIMHE OCYIIECTBISIETCA II0
pEeTIaMeHTy TEeKyIIEero KOHTPOJS M MPOMEXYTOUHOW arrecTamud. TeKylui KOHTPOIb B CEMECTpe
MPOBOJUTCS € TENbl0 O0ecleYeHus] CBOEBPEMEHHON OOpaTHOW CBS3HM, Ui KOPPEKIHU OOy4YeHWs,
AKTUBHM3ALMN CAMOCTOSITEIbHOW PabOTHl CTYACHTOB. Pe3ynbTarsl TEKyLIero KOHTPOJS MOABOASATCS II0
Hikaje 0aIbHOM CHCTEMBI.

2. IIporpamMMa OLleHUBAHHMSI KOHTPOJIMPYEMOil KOMIIETEHIIUM:

Kon
Ne KoHTposnpyemble MOIYJIH, pa3ieibl KOHTPOJUPYeMOi HaumeHnoBanue
- (TeMbl) AUCHUTJIMHBI KOMIleTeHIuH (WU ee OLIEHOYHOI'0 CpeACTBa
4acTH)
Texkymas arrecrauus
VIl cemectp
1 Text from: “Doctor in the House” by OK-4, TIK-4, IIK-6, I1IK-7, SANIAHISL TS CAMOTIOATOTOBKH
R.Gordon. IK-14




Text from: ,,To Kill a Mokingbird“ by OK-4, IIK-4, TIK-6, TIK-7,

2 H.Lee. TIK-14

3aJaHusd 4J1s1 CaMOIIOATOTOBKK

3 | Text from: “W.S.” by L.P.Hartley. OK-4, TIK-4, ITK-6, ITK-7,

3a1aHuA JIs1 CaMOIIOATOTOBKHU
TK-14 A A

HpOMe)KyTO‘lHaH aTrecranus

OK-4, T[IK-4, [1K-6, [TK-7, | 3auér (mmo pe3yipraTam

13 [1K-14 TEKYIEro KOHTPOJIA)

VIII cemectp

4 | Text from: ,,Ragtime* by E.L.Doctorow. 8?:11,4111(-4, [K-6, ITK-7, 3alaHus U1 CaMOIIOATOTOBKH
5 Text from: “The Lumber-Room” by OK-4, IIK-4, TIK-6, TIK-7, ATAHISL 115 CAMOMIONEOTOBKIL
H.Munro. TK-14 SAMAHIGL JUBT CAMOTIONIoTo
6 Text from: “Sredni Vashtar” by H.Munro. IQIE:A:&HK-& TIK-6, IIK-7, 3aJIaHus 11 CaMOIIOATOTOBKHU
Hrorosas aTrecranus
1-6 OK-4, [IK-4, I1IK-6, ITK-7, | Bompocs! k 3a4€Ty, TeKCTHI
TIK-14 IUTS aHAJTH3a

[Ipouenypa npoBeAeHHs OLEHOUYHBIX MEPONPUATUIA UMEET CIEAYIOIUN BU:

A.Tekyuuit KOHTPOJIb:

B KOHIIE Ka)KIO0TO MPaKTHYECKOTO 3aHATHSI CTYAEHTHI MONYYaloT 3aJaHusl Ui BHEAYAUTOPHOTO
BBINIOJIHEHUSI IO COOTBETCTBYIOIIEMY TEKCTy. K 3aKIIOUMTENbHOMY 3aHATHIO MO Pa3lely CTYICHTHI
TOTOBSIT MUCBMEHHOE 3CCE M YCTHYIO €ro IMpe3eHTanuio. [logBeneHne HToroB KOHTPOIIS POBOAMUTCS TI0
rpaduKy IpoBeAeHHS TeKylero KOHTpossa. OlleHKa ASCKPUIITOPOB KOMIIETCHIUH MTPOU3BOJUTCS MyTeM
NPOBEPKU COAEPKAHMA M KayecTBa BBIMOJHEHHUS KaKAOTO IPAKTHUYECKOTO 3aJaHusl CTYICHTaMH B
COOTBETCTBHM C TpaUKOM MpOBEeIEHHs 3aHATUH. Pe3ynpTaThl OLEHKH YCIIEBA€MOCTU 3aHOCSTCA B
JKYpHaJI M JOBOJATCS 1O CBeJeHUs CTyAeHToB. CTylneHTaM, HE BBINOJHHMBUIMM Y4YEOHBIH IJIaH IO
JUCLUIUIMHE B MOJIHOM OOBEMe, BBIAAIOTCS MOINOJHMUTENIbHBIC 3aJaHus Ha 3a4eTHOM 3aHSATHH B
MPOMEXYTOUYHYIO aTTECTALHIO.

b. IIpomexxyrounas arrectanus (VI cemectp — 3auét; VIII cemectp — 3a4€T ¢ onieHKOi).

[MpomexxyTo4Hast aTTecTalys MpeJHa3HadeHa il 00bEKTUBHOTO MONTBEPKICHHS U OLICHUBAHUS
JOCTUTHYTBIX PE3YJIbTAaTOB O0YUEHHS [TOCTIE 3aBEPIICHMUS U3YUECHUS JUCLUIUINHBI.

Hroropast arrecTaiys 1o AUCIUINIMHE IPOBOIUTCS B hopMme 3a4éra ¢ ounenkoi VIII cemectpe no
rpaduky ydeOHOro Tporecca. MToroBasi olleHKa oIpenensercs Kak CyMMa OIICHOK, MOJNYYCHHBIX B
TEeKylled aTTecTaldud M 10 pe3yjibTraTaM oTBera Ha 3auére. [IpoBepka OTBETOB W OOBSABICHUE
Pe3yIbTAaTOB IIPOU3BOIUTCS B JIEHb 3aUeTa. Pe3ynbTaThl aTTecTaly 3aHOCSTCS B 3aU4ETHYIO BEIOMOCTD U
3a4EeTHYI0 KHIKKY cTyfaeHTa. CTyAeHTBI, He MpOoIIe[Ine MPOMEKYTOUHYIO aTTEeCTAalUI0 MO rpaduky
CECCHH, IOJDKHBI JINKBUAUPOBATH 33JI0JDKEHHOCTh B YCTAHOBICHHOM MOPSIZIKE.

2.1. llxana oyenusanus ycnesaemocmii.

Jlnist  OIIEHKW JIGCKPUIITOPOB KOMIIETEHIMH HCHOJNb3yeTcs OaiibHas IKana orneHok. Jlis
omnpeesneHust HaKTHUECKUX OLEHOK KaKJOTr0 MOKa3aTelsl BHICTABIISIFOTCS CIEIYIOIIUe Oalibl:

— pe3ynbTar, COAEp)KAIIMA MOJHBI MNPaBHIBHBIA OTBET, IOJHOCTHIO COOTBETCTBYIOLIMN
TpeOOBaHUAM KPUTEPHS, — MAKCHMAIbHOE KOruecTBO Oamnos (85-100);

— Ppe3ynbTar, CoAepiKalliii HEMOJIHBIM MPaBWIBHBIA OTBET (CTENEHb IOJHOTHI OTBETa — OoJee
60%) wIm OTBET, coAep KAl HE3HAUYUTEIbHbIE HETOUHOCTH, T.€. OTBET, MMEIOIINN HE3HAUYNUTEIbHbIE
OTCTYIUICHHS OT TpeOOBaHuil Kputepus, — 75% OT MaKCHUMaIbHOTO KoJndecTBa OaiioB (70-84);

— Ppe3ynbTar, CoAepKaIIni HeMOIHBIN MPaBUIIBHBIN OTBET (CTENIEHb MOJIHOTHI 0TBeTa — oT 30 110
60%) wnM OTBET, COAEpXKAIU 3HAYUTENbHbIE HETOYHOCTH, T.€. OTBET, HMMEIOMIMH 3HAYUTEJIbHbIC
OTCTYIUICHHs OT TpeboBauuit kpurepus — 40 % OT MaKCHUMaIBLHOTO KoJn4decTBa O0aiioB (60-69);

— pe3ynbTar, coJepiKalluii HETONHbIH MPaBHIBHBIA OTBET (CTENEHb MOJHOTHI OTBETa — MEHee
30%), HenpaBWIBHBIA OTBET (OTBET HE MO CYLIECTBY 3aJaHUs) MM OTCYTCTBHE OTBETA, T.€. OTBET, HE
COOTBETCTBYIOIIMH TONHOCTBIO TpeboBaHusM kputepusi, — 0 % OT MakCHMaJbHOTO KOJIMYECTBa OaJlIOB
(0).

CryzneHTaMm, MPOIYCTUBIIMM 3aHSTHS, HE BBINOJHUBIIUM JIOTIOJHUTEIBHBIC 3aJaHHs U HE
OTYHUTABIIMMCS 110 TeMaM 3aHSATHH, 00muii Oany 1o TeKyieMy KOHTpoito cHikaetcst Ha 10% 3a xaxaoe
HPOITYIIEHHOE 3aHATHE 0€3 yBaXHUTEeNbHOW mpuunHbl. CTyqeHTaM, NPOSBUBIINM aKTHBHOCTH BO BpeMS
3aHATHIA, OOmMMH Oamnm 1Mo  TeKylleMy KOHTPONIO MOXeT ObiTh yBenmdueH Ha  20%.
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10.
11.

12.
13.

3ananus AJs NPOBeIeHUs TEKYIIero KOHTPOJIs
Mo JTUCHUILINHE «AHAJIUTHYECKOE YTEHHE)
nas cryaenTos |V kypcea
HanpasJyenus «llegaroruyeckoe od0pazoBanue»
npopuis «MHOCTPpaHHBINA A3BIK» € JONOJHUTENbHBIM Npo¢puieMm « MHOCTPAHHBIN A3BIK,
VII-VIII cemecTp

Ilpumepnvie 3adanus 0151 CAMONO020MOBKIL:

Read the first two paragraphs of the extract and say how R. Gordon defines the final examinations and
an examination in general. What stylistic devices are used by the author to express the idea? Comment
upon the tone of the passages.

Read the 3-d and the 4-th paragraphs describing the way medical students prepare for examinations.
What is meant in the phrase “the technical details of the contest”? What stylistic device is it? What other
devices can be met in the passages? What ideas do they imply?

Describe the procedure of the written examination as presented by the author. Comment upon the
stylistic vividness of the 5-th paragraph. What is this vividness achieved by? Define the tone of the 6-th
paragraph. What is such tone created by? Prove your idea by the examples from the text.

Define the role of the 7-th and 8-th paragraphs in the text.

The 9-th paragraph describes Gordon’s idea of the oral examination. Why does he consider it to be
“unpopular”? what stylistic device is it? Explain and discuss the effectiveness of the allusion
“judgement day”. What other devices in the passage convey the idea of student’s fear on the
examinations?

Read the 10-th and the 11-th paragraphs describing the psychological types of students commonly seen
in viva waiting-rooms. What stylistic means make the description convincing? Comment upon some of
the author’s traits of character which may be concluded from the given passages.

Pay special attention to the description of a woman student in the 11-th paragraph. How do you
understand the phrase “inescapable anatomic arrangements”? what device is it? What other stylistic
devices serve to depict the image? Define the tone of the passage and through it the author’s attitude to
women students and to women in general.

Read about the procedure of taking oral examination by R. Gordon (paragraphs 12-14). What is the
emotional atmosphere of the event and what is it expressed by?

Show how the writer conveys a sense of futility and despair in the description of the aftereffect of the
examination on the students (paragraph 15). Bring out the effectiveness of the sustained metaphor in
depicting Richard’s emotions.

Comment upon Grimsdyke’s theory about failing exams (paragraph 16). Observe colloquial vocabulary.
Read the passage from the 17-th up to 24-th paragraphs and say in what way the atmosphere of growing
suspense is created. Pay special attention to the syntax of the 19-th and the 23-d paragraphs: what
syntactical means are employed by the author? What other stylistic devices are used to express the
feeling of expectation, anticipation, tension and excitement?

Comment upon the mood of the last paragraph. How is it conveyed stylistically?

By referring to four examples from the text, comment on the writer’s sense of humour. What other
impressions of Gordon’s character do you derive from the text? What do you think of the author’s style
of writing? How are the facts of Gordon’s biography reflected in the text under the study?

Kputepun onenku:

- OIICHKA OTJIMYHOY» BBICTABIISIETCS CTY/ICHTY, €CJU BhINoHeHo 85-100%.
- OLIGHKA «XOPOILIO» €CIiM BBIOIHEHO 75-80%.

- OIICHKA «Y/IOBJICTBOPHUTEIILHOY €CIIN BBIOIHEHO 60-75%.

- OIICHKa «HEYIOBJIETBOPUTEIHLHO» MeHbBIIEe 60%.



Cxema aHa/IM3a Xy/10:K€CTBEHHOI'0 OTPbIBKA HA JK3aMeHe
Mo JTUCHUILINHE «AHAJIUTHYECKOE YTEHHE)
nas cryaeHTos |V kypcea
HanpasJyenus «llegaroruyeckoe od0pazoBanue»
npopuis «MHOCTPpaHHBINA A3BIK» € JONOJHUTENbHBIM Npo¢puieMm « MHOCTPAHHBIN A3BIK,
VIl cemecTp

Speak about the author, his educational and social background, individual style of writing.

Connect the facts from the author’s biography with the text you analyze.

What is the text under analysis about? Summarize in 1-2 sentences its contents.

In whose voice is the story presented? Define the focus of narration.

State the theme of the story, its general idea. Comment upon the title of the text.

Is the plot of great importance or it is just the means of expressing the main idea? Define, if

it is possible, the setting, complication, climax and denouement of the extract.

7. Define the type/types of discourse (narration, description, characters’ dialogue, author’s
digression, Interior monologue) in the text.

8. Determine and comment upon special compositional means, expressive and stylistic devices
used by the author to draw the main images, to convey the general idea and to reveal the
theme.

9. Define the concrete problems touched upon in the text and speak of the author’s messages.

10. Express your opinion concerning the text, the main characters, the author’s individual style
of writing.

11. Arrange all the above mentioned points in logical order.

I e

Ilpumepnvie mexcmeul 012 aHAIU3A HA IK3AMEHE:

In Chancery
by John Galsworthy
Chapter 14: His

Madame Lamotte was beginning her breakfast when he (Soames) went down.

She looked at his clothes, said, “Don’t tell me!” and pressed his hand. “Annette is prettee well.
But the doctor say she can never have no more children. You knew that?”” Soames nodded. “It is a
pity. Mais la petite est adorable. Du café?”

Soames got away from her as soon as he could. She offended him — solid, matter-of-fact,
quick, clear — French. He could not bear her vowels, her ‘r’s; he resented the way she had looked at
him, as if it were his fault that Annette could never bear him a son! His fault!

He even resented her cheap adoration of the daughter he had not yet seen. Curious how he
jibbed away from sight of his wife and child!

One would have thought he must have rushed up at the first moment. On the contrary, he had
a sort of physical shrinking from it — fastidious possessor that he was. He was afraid of what
Annette was thinking of him, author of her agonies, afraid of the look of the baby, afraid of showing
his disappointment with the present and — the future.

He spent an hour walking up and down the drawing-room before he could screw his courage
up to mount the stairs and knock on the door of their room.

Madame Lamotte opened it.

“Ah! At last you come! Elle vous attend!” She passed him, and Soames went in with his

noiseless step, his jaw firmly set, his eyes furtive.



Annette was very pale and very pretty lying there. The baby was hidden away somewhere; he
could not see it. He went up to the bed, and with sudden emotion bent and kissed her forehead.

“Here you are then, Soames,” she said. “I am not so bad now. But I suffered terribly, terribly.
I am glad I cannot have any more. Oh! How I suffered!”

Soames stood silent, stroking her hand; words of endearment, of sympathy, absolutely would
not come; the thought passed through him: “An English girl wouldn’t have said that!” At this
moment he knew with certainty that he would never be near to her in spirit and in truth, nor she to
him. He had collected her — that was all! And Jolyon’s words came rushing into his mind: “I should
imagine you will be glad to have your neck out of chancery.” Well, he had got it out! Had he got it
in again?

“We must feed you up,” he said “you’ll soon be strong.”

“Don’t you want to see the baby, Soames? She is asleep.”

“Of course,” said Soames, “very much.”

He passed round the foot of the bed to the other side and stood staring. For the first moment
what he saw was much what he had expected to see — a baby. But as stared at the baby breathed and
made little sleeping movements with its seemed features, it seemed to assume an individual shape,
grew to be like a picture, a thing he could know again; not repulsive, strangely bud-like and
touching. It had dark hair. He touched it with his finger, he wanted to see its eyes. They opened,
they were dark — whether blue or brown he could not tell. The eyes winked, stared, they had a sort
of sleepy depth in them. And suddenly his heart felt queer, warm, as if elated.

“Ma petite fleur!” Annette said softly.

“Fleur,” repeated Soames: “Fleur! we’ll call her that.”

The sense of triumph and renewed possession swelled within him.

By Gog! this — this thing was his!

The Gift of the Magi
by O. Henry

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. She had put it aside, one cent and then
another and then another, in her careful buying of meat and other food. Delia counted it three times.
One dollar and eighty seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas.

There was nothing to do but fall on the bed and cry. So Delia did it.

While the lady of the home is slowly growing quieter, we can look at the home. Furnished
rooms at a cost of $8 a week. There is little more to say about it.

In the hall below was a letter-box too small to hold a letter. There was an electric bell, but it
couldn’t make a sound. Also there was a name beside the door: “Mr. James Dillingham Young.”

When the name was placed there, Mr. James Dillingham Young was being paid $30 a week.
Now, when he was being paid only $20 a week, the name seemed too long and important. It should
perhaps have been “Mr. James D. Young.” But when Mr. James Dillingham Young entered the
furnished rooms, his name became very short indeed. Mrs. James Dillingham Young put her arms
about him and called him “Jim”, you have already met her. She is Delia.

Delia finished her crying and cleaned the marks of it from her face. She stood by the window
and looked out with no interest. Tomorrow would be Christmas Day, and she had only $1,87 with
which to buy Jim a gift. She had put aside as much as she could for months, with this result. Twenty
dollars a week is not much. Everything had cost more than she had expected. It always happened
like that.

Only $1,87 to buy a gift for Jim. Her Jim. She had had many happy hours planning something
nice for him. Something nearly good enough. Something almost worth the honor of belonging to
Jim.

There was a looking-glass between the windows of the room. Perhaps you have seen the kind
of looking-glass that is placed in $8 furnished rooms. It was very narrow. A person could see only a



little of himself at a time. However, if he was very thin and moved very quickly, he might be able to
get a good view of himself. Delia, being quite thin, had mastered this art.

Suddenly she turned from the window and stood before the glass. Her eyes were shining
brightly, but her face had lost its color. Quickly she pulled down her hair and let it fall to its
complete length.

The James Dillingham Youngs were very proud of two things, which they owed. One thing
was Jim’s gold watch. It had once belonged to his father. And, long ago, it had belonged to his
father’s father. The other thing was Delia’s hair.

If a queen had lived in the rooms near theirs, Delia would have washed and dried her hair
where the queen could see it. Delia knew her hair was more beautiful than any queen’s jewels and
gifts. If a king had lived in the same house, with all his riches, Jim would have looked at his watch
every time they met. Jim knew that no king had anything so valuable.

So now Delia’s beautiful hair fell about her, shining like a falling stream of brown water. It
reached below her knee. It almost made itself into a dress for her.

And then she put it up on her head again, nervously and quickly. Once she stopped for a
moment and stood still while a tear or two ran down her face.

She put on her old brown coat. She put on her old brown hat. With a bright light still in hr
eyes, she moved quickly out the door and down to the street. Where she stopped, the sign said:
“Mrs. Sofronie. Hair Articles of all Kinds.”

Up to the second floor Delia ran, and stopped to get her breath. Mrs. Sofronie, large, too
white, cold-eyed, looked at her.

“Will you buy my hair?” asked Delia.

“I buy hair,” said Mrs. Sofronie. “Take your hat off and let me look at it.” Down fell her
brown waterfall.

“Twenty dollars,” said Mrs. Sofronie, lifting her hair to feel its weight. “Give it to me quick,”
said Delia.

Oh, and the next two hours seemed to fly. She was going from one shop to another, to find a
gift for Jim. She found it at last. It surely had been made for Jim and no one else. There was no
other like it in any of the shops, and she had looked in every shop in the city.

It was a gold watch chain, very simply made. Its value was in its rich and pure material.
Because it was so plain and simple, you knew that it was very valuable. All good things are like
this.

It was good enough for The Watch.

As soon as she saw it, she knew that Jim must have it. It was like him. Quietness and value —
Jim and the chain both had quietness and value. She paid twenty one dollars for it. And she hurried
home with the chain and eighty-seven cents.

Martin Eden
by J. London

He had many invitations to dinner, some of which he accepted. Persons got themselves
introduced to him in order to invite him to dinner. And he went on puzzling over the little thing that
was becoming a great thing. Bernard Higginbotham invited him to dinner. He puzzled the harder.
He remembered the days of his desperate starvation when no one invited him to dinner. That was
the time he needed dinners, and went weak and faint for lack of them and lost weight from sheer
famine. That was the paradox of it. When he wanted dinners, no one gave them to him, and now
that he could buy a hundred thousand dinners and was loosing his appetite, dinners were thrust upon
him right and left. But why? There was no justice in it, no merit on his part. He was no different.
All the work he had done was even at that time work performed. Mr. and Mrs. Morse had
condemned him for an idler and a shirk and through Ruth had urged that he take a clerk’s position
in an office. Furthermore, they had been aware of his work performed. Manuscript after manuscript



of his had been turned over to them by Ruth. They had read them. It was the very same work that
had put his name in all the papers, and it was his name being in all the papers that led them to invite
him.

One thing was certain: the Morses had not cared to have him for himself or for his work.
Therefore they could not want him now for himself or for his work, but for the fame that was his,
because he was somebody amongst men, and — why not? — because he had a hundred thousand
dollars or so. That was the way bourgeois society valued a man, and who was he to expect it
otherwise? But he was proud. He disdained such valuation. He desired to be valued for himself, or
for his work, which, after all, was an expression of himself. That was the way Lizzie valued him.
The work, with her, did not even count. She valued him, himself. That was the way Jimmy, the
plumber, and all the old gang valued him. That had been proved often enough in the days when he
ran with them; it had been proved that Sunday at Shell Mound Park. His work could go hang. What
they liked, and were willing to scrap for, was just Mart Eden, one of the bunch and a pretty good
guy!

Then there was Ruth. She had liked him for himself, that was indisputable. And yet, much as
she had liked him, she had liked the bourgeois standard of valuation more. She had opposed his
writing, and principally, it seemed to him, because it did not earn money. That had been her
criticism of his “Love-Cycle.” She, too, had urged him to get a job. It was true, she refined it to
“position”, but it meant the same thing, and in his own mind the old nomenclature stuck. He had
read her all that he wrote — poems, stories, essays — “Wiki-Wiki”, “The Shame of the Sun”,
everything. And she had always and consistently urged him to get a job, to go to work — good God!
as if he hadn’t been working, robbing sleep, exhausting life, in order to be worthy of her.

So the little thing grew bigger. He was healthy and normal, ate regularly, slept long hours, and
yet growing little thing was becoming an obsession. Work performed. The phrase haunted his brain.
He sat opposite Bernard Higginbotham at a heavy Sunday dinner over Higginbotham’s Cash Store,
and it was all he could do to restrain himself from shouting out: —

“It was work performed! And now you feed me, when then you let me starve, forbade me
your house, and damned me because I wouldn’t get a job. And the work was already done, all done.
And now, when | speak, you check the thought unuttered on your lips and hang on my lips and pay
respectful attention to whatever | choose to say. | tell you your party is rotten and filled with
grafters, and instead of flying into a range you hum and haw and admit there is a great deal in what
I say. And why? Because I’'m famous; because I’ve a lot of money. Not because I’'m Martin Eden, a
pretty good fellow and not particularly a fool. I could tell you the moon is made of green cheese and
you would subscribe to the notion, at least you would not repudiate it, because I’ve got dollars,
mountains of them. And it was all done long ago; it was work performed, I tell you, when you spat
upon me as the dirt under your feet.”



